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1 . (currently amended) A The method of claim 16. Gompr i c i ng th e st e ps of : 
coup li ng a pati e nt to an onorgy sourc e v i a a un i vorca l o l octrodo ou i tab le for 



uso upon both adu l ts and ch il dr e n; 

oloctronica ll y dotormining whothor tho pat i ent r e qu i roo defibr ill at i on; and 
wherein determining comprises determining that the patient is a child; and 
wherein delivering comprises delivering an electrical waveform characterized 

by less than or equal to approximately 1 50 Joules of energy to the patient. 



2. (canceled) 

3. (original) The method of claim 1 , 

wherein the universal electrode comprises an electrode having a foil layer 
with an opening disposed therein. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
compensating for patient-dependent impedance during electrical waveform 

delivery, 

wherein the universal electrode comprises an electrode having a foil layer 
with an opening disposed therein. 



5. (currently amended) A The method of claim 16, oompr i o i ng tho steps 

Off 

coup l ing a pat i ont to a un i v e rsa l o lo ctrodo su i tabl e for uso upon both adu l ts 

and ch i ldron; 



e le ctron i cal l y dotormining whothor th e pat i ont roqu i ros dofibr il lat i on; and 
wherein determining comprises determining that the patient is a child; and . 
wherein delivering comprises delivering f first electrical waveform 

characterized by greater than approximately 25 Joules and less than approximately 

50 Joules of energy to the patient. 
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r 6. (canceled) 

7. (original) The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of 
determining whether defibrillation was successful. 

8. (original) The method of claim 5 further comprising the steps of: 
determining whether defibrillation was successful; and 

delivering a second electrical waveform characterized by an energy greater 
than that associated with the fwit electrical waveform to the patient. 



9. (original) The method of claim 5 further comprising the steps of: 

determining whether defibrillation was successful; and 

delivering ^Secoj)^ electrical waveform characterized by an energy greater 
than that associated with tft§^?p^ electrical waveform to the patient, 

wherein tl^e-se^n^ electrical waveform is characterized by an energy greater 
than 50 Joules. 



10. (original) The method of claim 5, 

wherein the universal electrode comprises an electrode having a foil layer 
with an opening disposed therein. 



11. (currently amended) A The method of claim 16. comprising tho stops 

el octron i ca ll y d e t e rm i n i ng wh e ther a pat ie nt r e qu i r e s def i br i llation; 

wherein determining comprises determining that the patient is a child: 
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wherein delivering comprises deliverina(afjf5t electrical waveform 

characterized by an energy greater than approximately 25 Joules and less than 

approximately 50 Joules to the patient; 

further comprising determining whether defibrillation was successful; and 
further comprising successively delivering higher-energy electrical waveforms 

to the patient until a delivery of an electrical waveform characterized by a maximum 

energy target occurs. 



1 2. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the step of successively 
delivering higher-energy electrical waveforms to the patent is performed according to 
an energy increment plan. 

1 3. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the maximum energy target 
equals approximately 100 Joules. 

14. (canceled) 



1 5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 furthor compr i s i ng th e 
st e p of coup li ng th e pati e nt to an e n e rgy sourc o v i a a un i vorsal ele ctrode cu i tablo for 
us e w i th both adu l ts and ch i ldr e n , wherein the universal electrode comprises an 
electrode having a foil layer with an opening disposed therein. 

1 6. (original) A method comprising the steps of: 

coupling a patient to an energy source via a universal electrode suitable for 
use upon both adults and children; 

determining whether the patient is an adult or a child; 
electronically determining whether the patient requires defibrillation; 
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delivering a first electrical waveform characterized by an energy level 
appropriate for an adult in the event that the patient is an adult; and 

delivering a second electrical waveform characterized by an energy level 
appropriate for a child in the event that the patient is a child. 

1 7. (original) The method of claim 1 6, wherein the first electrical waveform 
is characterized by an energy of approximately 150 Joules. 

18. (original) The method of claim 16 t wherein the second electrical 
waveform is characterized by an energy of approximately 50 Joules. 

19. (currently amended) An automated external defibrillation system.. 
suitable for use upon both adults and children comprising: 

an energy source; 
an electrode interface; 

an electrode signal management unit coupled to the energy source and the 
electrode interface; 

a control unit coupled to the electrode signal management unit; 

an adult/pediatric mode control that indicates whether the automated external 
defibrillation system is to operate in an adult mode or a pediatric mode; and 

a set of universal electrodes suitable for use upon both adults and children, 
the universal electrodes coupled to the electrode interface. 

20. (original) The automatic external defibrillation system of claim 1 9, 
wherein the universal electrode comprises an electrode having a foil layer 

with an opening disposed therein. 



- 5. - 



US010491 
- 6 - 

21 . (currently amended) An automated external defibrillation system. 
suitable for use upon both adults and children comprising: 

an energy source; 
an electrode interface; 

an electrode signal management unit coupled to the energy source and the 

electrode interface; 

a control unit coupled to the electrode signal management unit; and 

a set of universal electrodes suitable for use upon both adults and children, 

the universal electrodes coupled to the electrode interface. 

22. (original) The automated external defibrillation system of claim 21 , 
wherein the system is configured to deliver approximately 150 Joules of energy to 
the universal electrodes. 

23. (original) The automated external defibrillation system (10) of claim 21 , 
wherein the system is configured to deliver less than 150 Joules of energy to the 
universal electrodes. 



